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The Real
George Jetson

On November 24, Eric Scott used a hydrogen
peroxide-powered jet pack to travel a record 1500
feel across 1,053-foot-deep Royal Gorge near
Carnion City, Colorado. Without a backup parachute,
Scott, who has been testing the 135-pound, 800-hp
pack for the past five years, took 21 seconds to
make the crossing - and had fuel for only 33
seconds of flight. “There wasn't much room for
error,” admits the 46-year-old. “Once [ was halfway
across | knew I'd make it, even though I got blown
off course a bit. It's like driving on ice - you don't
want to overcorrect." —-EUGENE BUCHANAN

Up Klllmanjaro by Hand

To reach Uhuruy,
the 19.341-foot
peak of Mount
Kilimanjaro, you
hike up swaths of
loose, mostly
volcanic rock,
which can slide

entire asgent under his own power
As alpinists do, the former Paralym-
pian, who shattered two vertebrae
in a skiing accident 20 years ago,
will ascend steep portions by fixed
Topes — in this case, 300-foot lengths
that spool through a winch on

his custom-designed rig. It will be

underfoot on grades as steep as 45
degrees. In March, Chris Waddell,
40, plans to sumimit it on a specially
built off-road handeyele, becoming
the first paraplegic to make the

an estimated nine-day odyssey
(able-bodied climbers do it in six),
‘I have a lot of fears,” says Waddell.
“But it's the unknown that's so
appealing.” -DARREN REIDY

Chest support doubles

WEIGHT: 48 |bs

WHEEL BASE: 40 in
TRANSMISSION: 2| gears
LENGTH: 64 in

WIDTH: 36 in

GROUND CLEARANCE: |2 in

as steering mechanism,

Shifter for
2| gears

Hand crank ]
is Waddell's —
sole power.
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One Year,
105 Marathons

"My body doesn't complain,”
says Larry Macon about
running marathons, something
the 63-year-old San Antonio
attorney did 105 times last year.
The former cyclist started
running 14 years ago after two
of his friends were killed by cars
while biking. At the time, Macon never expected
to set a record. * was running a couple a year.
Then I slipped up and did three or four. Next thing
you know I ran 58" says Macon, who completed 93
in 2007, only six shy of the then world record. “It's
rocket science getting all the flights and cars lined
up. That's the hardest part." ~-DACUS THOMPSON
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